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OUR SUPPORTERS

Crayon Collection presents the

powered by

1 Million
CRAYON DRIVE

OUR MISSION
The Crayon Collection mission is to inspire a commitment to 
environmental consciousness and the infusion of art education in 
underfunded schools.

OUR STORY
Each year billions of crayons are produced and millions of them end 
up in landfills, where they never decompose, exacerbating an 
already critical environmental crisis. Simultaneously, classrooms 
across the U.S are often lacking the most basic classroom supplies, 
and art-based programs have been reduced or eliminated in school 
districts across America. It is at this intersection of excess and need 
that Sheila Morovati founded Crayon Collection with a revolutionary 
idea that intervenes in a cycle of waste that has existed for decades. 
By reallocating gently used crayons that would have otherwise been 
thrown away after a single use, we save an extraordinary tool of 
expression, curiosity and learning, within the most underserved
classrooms across the country. The Crayon Collection Art Education 
program further facilitates art exploration in classrooms through our 
work with professional artists to develop standard-compliant arts 
curricula.

OUR REACH
Since 2009, Crayon Collection has achieved remarkable scale: 
 Over 10 million crayons have been donated and
 saved from landfills
 Over 500 Head Start Centers are receiving crayons 
 Over 1,000 Title 1 schools have been connected with
 program partners

GREEN EFFORTS
It's more than just a crayon. At Crayon Collection, we see the crayon 
as an opening to conversations and actions surrounding social 
behavior and change, art education, environmental awareness, 
community symbiosis, as well as a solution to budget cuts in 
education and the arts, personal spending by teachers, and a 
cultural mindset of wastefulness. In this simple act of reallocating 
crayons, we seek to create a commitment to environmental 
stewardship and an awareness of recycling, re-using, and reducing 
waste that is so prominent in our culture.

Crayon Collection presents the 1 MILLION Crayon Drive sponsored by Colorations and supported by Region 9 Head Start Association and 
Penguin Random House. Our 4-month nation-wide drive will begin on Earth Day and culminate on August 11th just in time for back-to-school. 
Children and families around the US, and beyond, are invited to participate by collecting their un-needed crayons. Participants can donate their 
crayon collections to local Title 1 Elementary Schools and Head Start Centers within 5 miles of their homes, by entering their zip code on our 
school finder.  

Our goal is to gather 1 MILLION CRAYONS in 1 place to raise awareness for:
Environmentalism - Kids can become more eco-conscious by learning how to: recycle & reuse crayons and reduce wasteful habits
Supporting Teachers and Schools - In 2017, teachers spent an average of $900 of their earnings on classroom supplies!

During our August culmination in Los Angeles, our match donor will donate 1 MILLION more new crayons. Teachers will be invited to pick-up 
crayons for their classrooms and reduce the personal funds they are forced to spend on school supplies.  We will celebrate with many learning 
opportunities for everyone such as: hands-on workshops where kids work with professional local artists to create crayon-art projects from our 
Art Education Program, participate in the Color Kindness Program whereby students will sort, re-pack, & include their own handwritten note of 
positivity to be delivered to students receiving the crayons…and more.
 
GET INVOLVED: Students, parents, teachers, restaurants and partners can participate by setting up their own Crayon Collection via our easy 
online instructions and follow goal progress on our website and through social media channels. Get started today! 
WWW.CRAYONCOLLECTION.ORG/COLLECTION.HTML

Earth Day, April 22, 2018 – August 11, 2018	
Crayon	Collection	is	proud	to	announce	its	largest	national	campaign	yet,	the	1	MILLION	CRAYON	
DRIVE	launching	on	Earth	Day,	4/22	and	culminating	on	8/11,	just	in	time	for	back-to-school.	
	
With	the	support	of	title	sponsor,	Colorations®,	this	initiative	inspires	children	and	their	families	
to	repurpose	the	million	crayons	to	children	and	schools	in	need	of	supplies.		
	
Children	 and	 families	 will	 participate	 by	 starting	 their	 own	 Crayon	 Collection’s	 in	 their	
neighborhoods	 and	 collect	 still-good	 crayons	 they	 no	 longer	 need	 from	 restaurants/their	 art	
supplies.	Each	participating	child	will	receive	a	one	of	a	kind	downloadable	bookmark	from	record-
breaking	children’s	book	series,	THE	DAY	THE	CRAYONS	CAME	HOME	thanks	to	Crayon	Collection	
partner,	Penguin	Random	House.		Instructions	for	starting	a	community	crayon	collection	and	how	
to	donate	gently-used	crayons	to	Head	Start	Centers	and	Title	1	schools	around	the	United	States	
are	available	at	crayoncollection.org/collection.html	
	
Over	150	million	crayons	are	thrown	away	each	year	by	restaurants	alone	in	the	United	States.	
The	Crayon	Collection	uses	the	process	of	repurposing	gently	used	crayons	as	a	relatable	lesson	
to	teach	young	children	the	benefits	of	recycling,	reusing,	reducing	waste,	and	sharing	with	others	
less	fortunate.	The	charity’s	efforts	also	help	to	cut	down	on	the	$900	per	year	of	personal	income	
the	average	teacher	spends	outfitting	his	or	her	own	underfunded	classroom.	
	
Crayon	 Collection	 is	 an	 international	 non-profit	 organization	 with	 a	 mission	 to	 inspire	 a	
commitment	 to	 the	 environmental	 consciousness	 and	 the	 infusion	 of	 art	 education	 in	
underfunded	 schools.	 The	 crayons	 are	 not	 altered	 in	 any	 way	 but	 are	 delivered	 from	 crayon	
collection	 sites	 to	 underserved	 schools	 locally.	 	 The	 charity	 was	 founded	 by	 Sheila	 Michail	
Morovati,	 and	has	 successfully	been	collecting	 crayons	 from	restaurant	 chains	nationwide	and	
donating	them	to	vulnerable	Title	I	Elementary	schools	or	Head	Start	Preschools.	With	the	help	of	
professional	artists	and	educators,	Crayon	Collection	has	developed	a	full	art	education	program,	
which	each	crayon	recipient	school	receives	for	free	to	use	the	crayons	for	deeper	learning	of	the	
arts.	Crayon	Collection	relies	on	volunteers	around	the	globe,	and	uses	this	process	of	repurposing	
gently	 used	 crayons	 as	 a	 relatable	 tool	 for	 teaching	 young	 children	 the	 benefits	 of	 recycling,	
reusing	 and	 reducing	 waste	 as	 well	 as	 having	 a	 philanthropic	 experience.	 Visit	
www.crayoncollection.org	for	more	information.	
	
	


